
•Lat.A. mofq•
USFA IntrT1 5ul 11. /384; 11/12/50

tal'-nal Lvagye	 .•
. .	 ss.	 •

IEST AV ILA COPY
2. POLITICAL	 1(-14x4-24

icrwpwi.
• Av.:=•.,-;-•-...::•1/47-

s •

• pc Naticatal • 

44 Is:Amami

E	 2002 •••

. 	 •'•

While Josef Nogar ts National Demooratio Union (WM has tOP011.11*,.
ita loador adopted another lino, the National League (National° LISA) a.'
uswau GI wy low wou■Amas—w.bwilloomi wimps appwaling "So coriassia orgonisini

juut a yvar ago .!	 WV to owlet, if not to prospor. During the course
of the spring, both of those organisations caused Austrian authoritios eon°
approhonaion; in thoir epoochos =Nay Day of this year Ohanoollor	 and
State SocrotaryOraf sharply attaakod then (soo Intollironco Bullotin

Austri	 Auean police officials p0 to	 rojfttiOn not Only by lMair1139). Today, howovor, onlyllttAeltilonificanoo is attached to 
rpneral but by oil but a vary small minority of the cm-Nazis no well. Ao-
cording to an ineido sourco, too Loanao in mid-Soptombor had approximately
500 notual nonbors and perhaps two to throa thousand oupportors not holding
actual nomborship, at pr000nt hirA police officials ostinate the Loagues
cLrongth =bore and supportorsot a maxi= of four to five thousand.
Those nro concontrated largely in Vionna, though Loaguo activity has by now
roportod in all Austrian provinces with the exooption of Burgenland Vorarlberg,

The basic Lleas which led to the founding of the National Loaguo
wuro originally propagated in the Federal Penituntiary At Stain, Lamar Austria,
by Dr. Horbert Tare a former loadinr Nasi and amber of too national Ocomittee
(hiring the Schuachnigg rogine. Tavenaintainod that a nationalist movonent in
Austria, to be successful, mat align itself with the Soviet Union. Soviet
policy doos not propagato intarnationaliso, but a kind of national imporialien
accortling to Tars; in too BED in Oorcany the formor Oeroan Nationalists, who
othoruiso could be condomnod to unimportance, axe being given a chanco to work
activoly under Ccomuniot loadarship, in most cases retnining their formor posi-

vortee to Taws' way thinking during an eleven month period of 1948 64949 when
tiona. Dr.	 vik, founder and leading spirit of tooLonguo, tine con-

Slavik and Tow e!werod a call at Stein.

510mor
vas born on 24 March 1918 in Vienna received his doctorate

in jurimpru:enas from tooUnivarsity of Vienna in 1440. During his university
days ha wao a combor of the etrongly aonardhist stuaent organisation #Ottoniall;
it in ello-cd that boaauoo of dieappointoent nt hie fniluro to aohiovo a posi-
tion of siZnificanco in this group he turnod arainet it and bocano on informant
of the Eitler Touth (NO on activitioa in monarchist circles. On 24 Marsh 3936
ho joincd the NSDAP, rocoiving Party No. 4243,960. After the Anschluso in 1938
the Hula rm.:art/0d him uith the Memorial Medal and the Oold.Honor Badgo of the
Eitlar Tou,th (DO. In Uny 1938 ho voluntarily joined the 83 where ho received
basic military traidinc, on the completion of Which he was appointed Inspector
of too DI patrol sorvico (Stroifendionst) in Vienna. At too outbreak of the
Irar ho joined the SS'rogioont #Dor FUohres4 # and from 294o to 3.942 ho was ab-
tachod to tho 88 ?olio° Court for itelu•kreis XVII in Vienna. In 1942 ho was
axpollod free the NI hoc:muse of his attacks on the AJ Leader tbr Vienna. Dur
ing the ronaindor of too verb° apparently ear service with various 60 =tut
ultimatoly attaining too rank of Obersturafashrer (senior lieutanant).. At •
=ri p ond  was token PON by the VS ?mee t released in	 1S45.. After
tha war, Slavik joined the Socialist Party, serving torn	 sOLO,
visor in one of it, district branch** in Vi"invij beves. ibtorS 	 •
overt as soon as his past bocana known. •
court tinder the provisions of the PrehioM4m	 '•
eleven month t e of which he act*lly served, 	 •
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uerovejected by reprssantattms at that osgsmtlau . tt is slim misted
:one Dohretsbargarfo Dscoarstia adist, la* sItà a tN aistiatItaiC

that at this time he Oame into oonteot with Saab larnmayar cosl Villain bob-

so-a-Clod aCioundan Circle otss-Nasis.) In the fall 0194 ho um buoy

ore of tho ward Nipidoer organisation al/easel to exist Trmin
tail ca•-acubors of the Oerman intelligence oarvices and reputed to be load.

priaon, ana it hue awn Loon aaaorted that Tave directs the ilational League
frnm his call at Stuin in this mannor.

close control vith each other by nail illegally taken into and out of the

Ihatgthdtzt: ivej). Ctivrolayikle the ieader and spokesman of the

Attar his raison 1A1 SSA),	 410M	 •,:.

There are atron.: indicationa that Tales and 81avik still naintain

;.
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stu4rinq the Russian language at a school in Vienna IV, and by Doemnborbe
had catharod a cirolo of persons interested in the pro-eastern idoa about
hill and decided to set up a public organisation of his mu

•
Atter polio° approval of the program of the nos orranisction

obtained, the first official mooting of the ' ,Nationale Lip Ound eche-
•Auxin. Oostorreiohor (National Longa* -. Association of kroduativo ;,ustrians,
the s000nd part of the namo has subsequently been abandoned) was hale On
30 January 19,0 at a restaurant in the V/Ilth District of Vienna. „t this
mating, attended by cone 200 es-Nazis, Ergoorate, Communist studonts, etc.
ono :later Pla yas °looted Chairman of the ACV ormnisation. To rolotion
to the Chancellor, Fiala tho WM of the Socialist }arty chief in Vienna
XIV. No is a formar umber of the ma, the NW and the NCI in 1942 ho
joinod the 'Caftan 83 Division ',Adolf Balers ; prior to the 1949 clootiona
he -ens activo in the Zrgoorntio	 Figl 'Stained this position only a
vory short tine, resigning in February. Ha was sooceoded by :aloof :ansoI
XtupieLm, the Deopty Chairman, rho was formorly (+looted Chairman on 26 lay.
Nrupielm vas on applicant for admission to the NMI tut -.7as rofusod modbes-
chip b000uso he interrupted hie activity in the 84 during the	 1933-
1930 when tho Nazi ?arty woo illegal in auatria. Altar the war tropichn joined
tho Communist larty for a period but mithdreo floc it after quarrels with his
swporiorse

Nor olootions ware again held at a general mcetin,.; on I October 1950
at which time Ferdinand Haidner of Baden laaer Austria, succoododupidka
as Chairman. At the acne tine Dr. Herbert Wettingor of Graz was ncaod Doputy
Chairman and Welter Tzugort Vienna IX, was named isocutivo Socrotory.
throe are currently in office. Baidnor was non-comoissioned officer in the
artillery in the last wall prior to joining the National Lane hews active
in the Association of Independents in the Soviet Zone. Trwom is a for= let
Lioutonont in the Jahr:milt. No details of .;ettingor t s previous career arc
knot.m.	 list of otherinrmer Naas yorking with the XL is incluJod as ap-
pendim:L.)

The fact that 81avik hinself has never served as au official of the
Leaguo is due to his classification as an wisplicatod Basin ; officials of
public orpnisationo must submit to the police sworn statecenta that thqy do
not fall into this category (paragraph 17/2 of the ilkadldidtet Lap) before
thoy can oasumo °Moo. Nonetheless no attempt IS made to conceal his OW-
10t0 domination of the organisation.

In nid-liaroh the League began publication of its press ormnt theOostorrelchisohe Beobaohtcr- a title obviouelych000n because otitis sidt-
larity to that of the Voakische Deobechter, thenain on of Wok/OWN:
ThofloohaohtorappearodirregolarlywntUriaqmostwhottAt
caved a financial shot in the aro froa .anioaknOin stokes, 14.1kPs
has kvoarod rogularly on the let and 2.6th anich zonth.azdvith
inatoad of the prev3.ons tour.
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Since, its InL..otions the League has united i it almost entirely
t- rn x!...Jh #2 uootinv - i.e. aoutinas at which admission is by invitation

forthor, th000 ::oottn,s hnyo for tho moat part been sinply 71thoringo
if bLt:con fivo and tun .eorsons in a corner or back roma of a oafo. This •
.mettco :las I) ;,ratoetOd trio Loaaue trou.disruption or hooklinr Of its :wet-

elo;:unta and 2) ronderod it oxtro=oly difficult for the police
tv :%intran effoctiv‘ coyort serveillanoo of the Loacue. It has also led to .
tho aoduction that Olavik is, for the presont at least, nore Internstod in
the acvoloix:ent of a Mail closoly.knit oadre organisation than in nicking a

.bid fro* caas support. It is also probably largely responsible for the
vent unconfirmod roports- perhaps more properly termed =ars that elayik
ha the function, asaitinod Mn by tho polft.ta, or mpumpihn oor Pertm. Lig perptn=
nol vho can in the futuro bo assimilated into Pieoplo ls iolloo* unite Along
Zhat Dorman linos.

b. 	

In a confidential cuido sheet distributed to its subordinnte officials
on l October, Loaluo loadors lamed the fonowine instructions,

11. ..ftor the basic preparatory work of recant months, it is
ncr i tir, for a ,-roat intensification of oadro activity. The Twin thee is to
win ca.able and convincod flea supporters. -FOr this purpose the progran pam-
phlet I rhat Does the Hhtional Loncuo 'pint? , And the Oonterroichischo Ileobachter
are to Lo usod to a ,Amtor extant as auxiliary natorials. 	 ruxt combore are
to b4 Civie.od into two roups - those cho are prepared for activo participation
nna thooc who are not. Tho*lattor are to be innatatoly into7Arted into the
a-zoc.nsion :Irogran according to their =porde:no° and abilities (canvassing for
naa Lxzbora l ort-snization cork, 'schooling, prose work, etc.)

"2. The Federal Directorate haa decided, after careful considers..
tion, that al/ no=bers taken in after 1 October 1930 shall first be *dratted
an onntlidatos (4osaticalmr) only. The period of candidacy will bo ono year,
thout in secial casoa it can be ehortonod on the reeocnonection of movin-
cal Tou:., authorities. :al now occborship cards will bear tho stamp 'condi-
&toot

"3. Zxparianco indicates that it is necessary to attach groat-
or vftluo to discussion :mottoes for prospective 	 bors. Irovincial groups
(LanCos .ru: pen) and District Group. (Dasirkagruppen)are ndvisod to proparo as
cany such aiscussion =outings as possiblo and to gond the most-effoctivo agi-
tatDra to thoo. Detailed instructions for the 1.rep2ration of such neotinis
Lt11 falloa shortly.

a4. In ,pneral, parkomph #2 (i.e. closed) moetdAv should be
holt: imtead of public nootinzs for the time being. Aublic ctin s. should
only be had than their success can be guaranteed in advance. They should .
never Oa held without the protection of an organised monitor ,:roup and the
certainty that any atiocpt to breakup or disturb the cootiw: will coot with
suce48o2U1 rocistanco."

The progran of incroaiod activity outlined above is borna out in
tho 1 Dooember issue of the Dosterreichisehe IleobaChterzhich =maces five
r)ocial coatini,s in Vienna daring the /hollowing too wooks in canton to yeah-

=cotin-s in ninedieforont.diatriots of the city; weeklymootintoo inLins
and Urfdhr (Upper Austria), Ores (Styria), nag:Wart (Oarinthia), aria ULU
ellSuo (Salzburg)) the eatablishoont of a nos water in Ale tttVor.AmOirtah
and a aorios of spacial neotinm in Lend Salzburg DiittersiIll Zoll SOO,
Saalfoldon, Laps= and Land) batman 9 and 11 DecOmberto be adreasad by

Fnidner.
t/ 6
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Tao cardinal point of the League magma lap of courai,Ate*OORrA.
raonroohomont vith onstorn countriot in ,00neral and the SaViet Dnion tr. pnr-
t!;:o.1-r.	 to not bc.soe. 0n my ,:reat cd:iration for tho 7olitical systoo

A

P.Olnt Does thu National League Want' referrod to above
owovononta tho most ruoont and conpleto statonont of tho LoaLuo T s program
f . r t uso	 :.:burs ond prospectivo uombera. Its anin points can bo

rrIznO. no folio...Jo'

I. tt is the duty at al Nwitioilikuroatudifirefiiii -
but abovo all of the young generation, to °WNW the Present gorowicatist
parties which are proparing the way fOr the cOuntree destruction, .

2. The absolute neutrality of iustria is a asossmary condition
for the Otato Treaty', the withdrawal of the Oagunvinr cw.yre and the eee.
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3. Understanding with the oast.. 'Wood relations with our east-
orn noichbor status and tho Soviet Union a neoeaity for the prosperous de-
iolorzont of our country.e Ono-aidod pro-western orientation of gcrtornnent
and uajor parties must ho crounteractod.

4. Re-orientation of rorolim trade. tsinet :lora/loll Ilan sinco
it oblizos the surrender of the country's political and commit, indopandance.
For brood cmouroial treaties with the eastorn countries, which constitute
the only coctonsiva potential export =arkot for Austria.

3. ::oasurea for ocronoaic recovery. Soononie planning, support of
privtto initiottve. ELinination of the unnocesaary middlomon in Undo.
.L7.clioration of the pOsitdon of small and cedium sized outer rises and curl-
culturo, Ftht against corruption.

6. A ftra ?rorxem callinr for planned agricultural production, cost-
covoring	 creation of etato-subsidisod farm machino 000porativos, in-
proved schoolinc.

7. Socialism, EztOnsive state construction of doollinv, roads,
7,wer ::into, etc. Socialization of the nationalizod ontorpriaos. Ro-train-
in: Jr ndvancod traininr of the unooployed. Supra-party trado unions.

C. Ropoal of donazificationlelation and snow:malt of the or
Orioos

9. Stcto oupport for art and scientific rosoardh.

The .1rch-ova prophlot includes a statanont or the Loaluo i s Nnotional,
cre:,d4 tc roads as follous1

ICo ..:ledgo ourselves to the German race (Volkatum), thoulh au000rtinc
the so;nrate statehood or Auatria, oo condma national chauvinism and tho
nttompts ot world domination of individual great-powers ao the mods of tsr.

Ir.:a aro convinood that tho recovery and pacification or Ebropo is pos-
aiblo only throu,12 tho croation of a strong and damocrntic °cranny, and :70
follow •.rith on= intorost the national and soda/ aspirations of at Oomany.

docand protoction and oultivation of our racial horitarof the de-
portation oral,. foroim profiteers and the imodiate gruntin4 of citIsewhif
to all othnic Ocrzana willing to work.'

7
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of the vlitern Europe. countries, but simply on the cs. lotion that the
Soviet Union is bound successfully to overrun western Europe in the not
too diztant future and that the only hope of the ex-Nazis is to be on good
toms wit): the victors. Slavik himself has frequently stated this cynically
0. portunietic credo in blunt terms. Em-Nazia, for the most part, term him

trniter to hie past; the newspapers label him a "national' boashevietr or
a r eommu-iazir ; and someone ha e summed up his credo as rIt t a better to be a
,Jz1 rd •t a concentration canp than an inmate .r

.	 The Oesterreichische Beobeehter is devoted priaarily to the AA/owing
themess

1. Ant.imimericanartiolss (denunciations of the bombing of
cities in World War II, the UOrgenthau Plan, capitalism, alleged war crime,
committee. by Amerioans, the Karshell Plan as a mean, to deprive Itropean
countries of their independence, allegations that NS troops are about to with-
draw from Enrope, etc.)

'2. Demands for the revocation of denazification and restitution
lewa, articles on the present plight of the former Nazis, eta.

3. Artieles on Nermany, the people's democracies and the Soviet
Union.

4. Denunciations of the Association of Independents (VW). The
leaders of the VdU, particularly Daus, Beimann, Bartle!, .redescribed as
havin:; betrayed the cause of the ea-Nazis whom they originally purported to
represent. This betrayal became complete with the downfall of Calla. The

.1 December issue speaks of traus t s "pseudo-nationaLism and anti-aoeiolies.*

5. Attacks on corruption and articles oaths economic tile of
the country.

6. Refttations of the charges that the National League is a
front organization of the Communist Party and/or the Soviet's. (At least one
such article is given prominent place in every issue.)

o. Possible Ties with the Soviets 

Since its inception there have been repeated rumors and reports that
the League is supportad by the Soviets. Slavik and Xrupicka have been alleged
to be the contact men for the League with certain unspecified Soviet officers;
League leaders have been 'said to be able, tbrough their intervention with the
Soviets, to secure the release of ex-liasis in prisons in the Soviet Zone; the
League is rumored to receive financial. aid from the Soviets; and Nlavik is re-
ported to have claimed in a private conversation that he has contact with a
Russitn rat least as important as eviridm it At on of the °wilier small
suatino of em-Nazi prospect' for League membership, a League speaker is re-
ported to have assured those present that the mooting was being held *under
Rassian protection." Soviet passive support or at least tolerance of the
National League is indicated by the Soviet glesent's failure to take a4Y
measures against the organisation (headquarter's are at Vienna IV, ItenkomdmmON-
game 24, in the Soviet Sector of the city) despite its vigor= wooing ease"
cm-Nazis.

•	 the bannini, of the Cesterreichische Beebnchtor was proposed by
thc %cotrn dements In the Prase and Entertainment Committee of the Political
:ireet:r=to of the	 Oouncil lust nook, the Soviets tied this case in with
t:mIt n° th,: independent Salzburger Nachrichton and Tiroler Nnchrichten t insist-

ti:at they also bo banned because of objectionable articles.- Hotiovorp no con-
8
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croto evVonee nf active Soviet support or oven of direct oontuot botuoun
1.-ders nnd •tho Soviots has as yut boun forthoening. A formor II score- •

v.r, one of Sluvik i s /trot cupporturo thouch for non-political roauons, oo-
;.hrtionlly er.id, whoh intorrogatod last Soptoaber, that she had over boon

in.liontinn that Slavik or any other ce.;bur of the Loaguo was in contnet
%AC: the Dovt Elv:unty tho crodibility of this statmont is ctrongthenod

fact thnt a 1 .;r:c pnrt of tho copious other infornation sulied by
hcr l..e :mven to Ix true.

No farther 'woof of Wad contact and cooperation with the °moonlit

1 .arty of Luoir40, eY l et a. th,7,74 thzt ilhe League e ...nt A fi 7M■ratrIbOr delecptiA^
(Ohrl ...re porbauor, Kart Knoorovsky, Frieda Fikentscher and Ernostina Boob) to
the Oomnanist-front !Waco OongroseN in Vienna lost Juno and that the Longue
supportod, on a vary limited scab, the : ionmunist-sponsorod amoral striko
novocont in Soptombur and October.

d. Zho lorav Wee	 •

In Novonbor. ono Ernst Georg keroy, an ffinplicatodll formor Nazi, was
clotainca for a time by the Oendarnorio in Wundon, Upper Austria, beams° his
none uns on a polio° ..'nntod List. It was subsequently learned thPt the Vented
Lint entry was outdntod, lora having already served 32 months in the ..)oniten-
tiary r.t Stein for his activities durinc the Nazi ro(Ano. Irior to his ro-
loam° 'oy tisk: °nun:Ian Gcn,tuncrio, hocovor, :cm - pr000ntly an influontial
:ombor of the National Loop° - ov interrogated by OM,

l'ersy toll his inturrogntors that after having joinod the Hational
Lcac:uo in ::ny of this your ho r000ivod a letter from former prison mato° still •
in Stein roquostinc hir to inquire into the possibility of sccurin- their quick
rolemoo throulA the intervention of the National Loaguo and the Scviets, rw,
moroa to be foaeiblo. abon a . discuasion with Slavik failed to yield any con-
crete ;olicy, iorsy said, he decided to inquiro into the enttor personally.
Hu viaitul tho Soviet rocmandatura at Irons nhoro ho vas advised to venom)
"Colonel Dolookoffil (*arctic) at the Hotel Inporial in Manna. His attoMpts
to tall: to this Golonoluoro not successful, and ho was proventod by the press
of Woor business frau continuing his efforts on bohalf of tho prisoners at
Stein. Zorey vigorously daniod that he had actual contact with any =amber of
the Soviot f.Jrcos and eininod that his above-nentioned attomptn wore based
solely on his personal desire to help forcor National Socialists.

Porgy also atatod that persistent rumors that Slavik was in tho pay
of %Osom (or the m;:erianna) had inpelled him to question Slavih as to the
sourcus of the Leauo ls incono. Accordinc to oray, Slavik, Non his uord of
honor es a former SS Llinl m denied all allegations of either Soviot, Goarmnist
:art. or U0 financial swort. FUnds for the League, be said Slavik told him,
ore obtained exclusively fron ..ustrian *Mums uho are sympethotic touard the
Learue or who possibly desire to winsure ll thamselvee against the possib/o ad-
vent of 200ple l a denocracy in Austria.

lersy l a trip to Upper Austria was allogodly partly for the Ilurpose
Of ennvmssing prospective now membore for the League, and partly for the pur-
pose of vioitinc Erich Earnmayar (see above) for the purpose of obtaining it
clear licturo of the Wundoa Oirole l s opinion of the National Lea us. Bb told
his inierroptors that Kornmayar, with whom he actually spat* boforo hiaarree41 .., »14
etroWAY otatod his opinion that tho Loague was nothing but a Soviot-ioontro3460,
organization and Slavik a cheap demagogue, devoid of all honor; he a&i1tted,•
nevertheless (said ?way), that solae National Lovas mactpravoreprobatat,

idoalietie ransom, instead of pun, oppOrtanleai'
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Like Ulu 13 pont ary from tho .NL hcadquartcre quootionod carlicr
above) ray also deniod any knouledzo of conncationa b.:tacon tho

c and the Oorzmniot ?arty1 nithough pointinz out thnt tho
Lerme I • d3y:itteids . dblegationsn to Oonnunint.sspotsOrod pottoo./100011b"-;?•4'..,C,,,,,A.
nbain,:a. Loam° combat" aro also urged to oolloot sirmaturel-tita41
Stockholm :woo Doclaration. 	 •	 •••

:ors), clainod that the olootion of now officiary for the Lwow
on 1 October ens larlay duo to the foot that Zrupicka l s formr r.onborship
In the Co= %%alit iarty had ocoasionod aonsiderablo dissontion.

:argy le interrorAtors evaluated him ae a solf—inportont parson,
nrovarrtoe by denazification lorj.slation firm bottoning a political figura,
who /IPA found in the National Longuct an etpportunity tn voice his antagonise
tent:we. tho rovor=ont and a fooling of solidarity srith other ri.:rsons in the
acne csnatime Newrtholess, orsy hir.aelf had scrso doubts as to whothor
the Luton mittt not be an inatrAmont of the Soviots, and hn4 nado mooted
attoz:pts to sot hist on mind at ease on that score,


